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ABSTRACT — On/s- feinineiis is described from Florida. This is the first species 
in the genus in which the female has diagnostic sexual characteristics. 



The genus Orus was revised by Herman (1964, 1965) who presented 
excellent illustrations including invaluable drawings of the secondary 
male characteristics, thus making positive specific identifications pos- 
sible for the first time. Moore and Legner (1972) described and 
illustrated 2 new species of Orus {s, str.) from California. 

In this paper we describe a new sx^ecies of Orus {s. str.) from 
Florida, the first of this genus from the southeastern United States 
except for a single doubtful record of Orus (Pycnorus) dentiger (Le 
Conte) from Georgia. 

Females of Orus usually have very weak external distinguishing 
characters. The female of the new species described below has a 
strong character to distinguish it from all others. 

Key to Males of Orus (s. str.) 

1. Last visihh abdominal sternite shallowly emarginatc, cmargination not 

deeper than wide ^ 

— Last visible abdominal sternite deeply emarginate, cmargination deeper 

than wide ^ 

2. Fifth visible abdominal sternite emarginate; neck the width of head .... 3 

— Fifth visible abdominal sternite sinuato-truncate; neck Va the width of 

head shaMaims Casc\ 

3. Fourth visible abdominal sternite with central cmargination bounded each 

side at border by denticle; surface centrally impressed with tubercle \\ ithin 
impression fcmincus n. sp. 

— Fourth visible abdominal sternite unmodified montaiws hall 

4. Fifth \isible abdominal sternite sinuate along posterior margin 

sUwatit^s Herman 

— Fifth visible abdominal sternite with posterior margin lobed or emarginate 5 

5. Fifth visible abdominal sternite emarginate ^ 

— Fifth visible abdominal sternite lobed ^ 

6. Emargination of 5th visible abdominal sternite more than as deep as 

fiiuliawi Moore and Legner 

— Emargination of 5th visible abdominal sternite less than as deep as 

wide ^ 
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7. visible abdominal sternite deeply impressed 

frommeri Moore and Legner 

— Fifth visible abdominal sternite very shallowly impressed fraternus Fall 

8. Fifth visible abdominal tergite with tubercle 10 

— Fifth visible abdominal tergite without tubercle 9 

9. Paramere short, not extending beyond apex of median lobe, broad, with 

lateral margins straight in dorsal aspect hemilobatus Herman 

— Paramere long, extending beyond apex of median lobe, slender, with 

lateral margins sinuate in dorsal aspect punctatus Casey 

10. Alxlominal tubercle well developed, margined laterally by a carina; meta- 
femora carinate femoratus Fall 

— Abdominal tubercle feeble, not margined by carina; metafemora not 

carinate (listinctus Casey 

Oriis (s. sir.) jemineus xMoore and Legner, new species 

Holotypc (male): Head and pronotum dark castaneous with anterior margin 

of pronotum paler; elytra piceous with narrow testaceous border; abdomen piceous; 
antennae, trophi and legs testaceous. Head: As wide as long; above finely densely 
punctured and finely densely microreticulate; beneath sculptured much as above 
except gula which is smooth and not impressed; supraorbital fovea vague; labrum 
strongly qiiadridentate, 2 central teeth slightly longer than lateral teeth, central 
teeth obliquely truncate at apices. Pronotum: Yn) longer than head, ^/f, longer 
than wide; sculptured much like head; with vague longitudinal raised central 
line. Ehjtra: Ih) longer than pronotum, conjointly wider than long; surface 
sculpture a little coarser than that of head and pronotum. Anterior tarsus mod- 
erately dilated. Abdomen: With surface of 3rd visible sternite vaguely im- 

pressed centrally near apex; apical margin of 4th visible sternite emarginate in 
central -L, emarginatiou with distinct tooth each side, surface impressed adjacent 
to emarginatiou, center of impression raised in distinct, conical tubercle; apical 
margin of 5th visible sternite shallowly emarginate in central third, the adjacent 
surface strongly impressed; apical margin of 6th \ isible sternite abruptly emar- 
ginate in central third, the emarginatiou almost as deep as wide, surface strongly 
impressed adjacent to the emarginatiou. Lenth 4.5 mm. 

Tall Timbers Research Station, about 25 miles north of Tallahassee, Florida, 
July 11, 1972, ultra\iolet light, C. W. O’Brien collector. 

Allotvq:)e (female): Similar to holotype except head and pronotum a little 

darker; anterior tarsus not dilated; stenhtes not modified; 6th tergite with surface 
in apical half deeply impressed each side of midline so as to create distinct ridge 
which is produced Ijeyond apex in pointed tooth. Same data as holotype. 

Parat>'pes: One 9, same data as holotype; 1(5, 29 9 .same data except 
July 4, 1972; 1 9 same data except July 7, 1972; 1 c5 Gainesville, Florida March 
4-6, 1967, ultraviolet light, D. L. I lays collector. 

Variation: The testaceous apical margin of the elytra is reduced or absent 

on some specimens. 

Distribution of types: The holotype and allotype are deposited in the En- 

tomology Department of the California Academy of Sciences, 1 paratype each 
with Uni\ersity of Florida; Florida State Collection of Arthropods; J. F. Cornell; 
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Fig. 1-2. Onis fetnineus ii. sp. 1, Apex of fourth, and fifth and sixth visible 
abdominal sternites of male. 2, Sixtli visible abdominal tergite of female. 



and the remaining 2 specimens in the collection of the Uni\ersity of California 
at Riverside. 

The most remarkable characteristic of this species is the strongly 
modified 6th visible tergite of the female. Females of the other known 
species of Orus are very difficult to differentiate among themselves. 

Males of this species can be distinguished from all other species by 
the strongly modified 4th visible tergite with a pronounced tubercle 
in the middle of the central impression. 

Acknowledgments 

We are indebted to Charles W. and Lois O’Brien for many Staphylinidae from 
Florida, including the series of Orus fefnineus from Tallahassee, and elsewhere 
and to J. F. Cornell for the specimen from Cainesville. 

References 

Herman, Lee IL, Jr. 1964. A revision of Orus Casey. I. Subgenus Lcucorus 
Casey and a new subgenus (Coleoptera; Staphylinidae). Coleopt. Bull. 18: 
112 - 121 . 

. 1965. Re\4sion of Orus. II. Siibgenus Orus, Pycuorus and 

Nivorus (Coleoptera: Staphylinidae). Coleopt. Bull. 19:73-90. 

Moore, Ian and E. F. Legner, 1972. Two new species of Orus from California 
(Coleoptera: Staphylinidae). Pan-Pac. Entomol. 48:249-252. 



